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LBCAY Stakeholder Meeting In-Person

When: Wednesday, April 19th, from 3:30-5:30 pm
Where: Long Branch Community Recreation Center
8700 Piney Branch Road Silver Spring, MD, 2090
If you have questions, send an email to Danielle
Wolfe, LBCAY Communications, at
danielle@communitycheer.org.

Takoma Park Community Event

CHEER is currently in the process of planning a
community event in Ward 5 with Councilmember
Cara Honzak. One highlight of this event will be a
resource fair. The date will be announced soon! If
interested in participating at this event, please email
danielle@communitycheer.org.

Youth Voices at the January 18" LBCAY Stakeholders Meeting

After hearing presentations from three youth-serving providers (Worksource Montgomery, Identity, and
LAYC), a youth panel from Long Branch was asked to give their impressions and share their personal
interests. The panel of eight youths answered questions related to the presentations and were
forthcoming about their hopes for future careers and the barriers they face. Following are excerpts from
this discussion:

1. What are three things preventing youth from looking for help?

e Time School and the time it takes. We also have things to do at home. Youth who need resources
don’t know where to look.

e Lack of motivation One youth shared that he doesn’t like to do things alone and wants to go with
friends.

e Parents Some parents don’t allow their kids to go out. They have a hard time understanding the
importance of experiences outside the home and think it is a distraction. The youth want to have fun
but sometimes have grown-up responsibilities.

e Transportation Distance and transportation issue in terms of participating in activities designed for
youth.

2. What are your future plans after high school?
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Following is a list of their interests: medicine, helping people, teaching, plumbing (youth said his
father started teaching him when he was 5 years old), opening a sneaker shop (this youth currently
works at one), gardening, woodworking, architecture, HVAC technician

3. What kind of club would you be interested in joining?

Interests included snowboarding, art, science, exploration of a variety of interests in one program, a
bilingual club, small field trip club, glass making, life skills, soccer, fishing (5 youth agreed),
swimming, and entrepreneurship.

4. Ifyou could envision a program, what top 3 things should that program provide for your age group?

e Mental health resources (almost every kid our age has issues with things like anxiety and
depression) and closer access to them
Opportunity for jobs
Teaching financial literacy and stability

5. What would be the best way to communicate with you?

Through Blair High School, social media, provide giveaways even if they are small (perhaps through
sponsors), talk to people and let youth felt heard, sponsor a fun activity in the area (larger activities
create more distraction when too many youth are together), talking in classrooms vs. large assemblies
(this was mentioned several times), fliers (need to be “flashy”, more graphics and few words) in local
businesses and shops, Giant grocery, youth ambassadors for programs, incentives to encourage youth
to talk about a program, text and email parents with information, music.

To access the notes from the Jan 18th meeting, please click here.

Partner Highlight: Montgomery College

LBCAY provides an important connection at the grassroots level for Montgomery College to engage with the Long
Branch community. The Takoma Park/Silver Spring campus of Montgomery College is close to Long Branch and
has hosted several visits planned in collaboration with LBCAY designed for Long Branch families and youth.

The Office of Community Engagement‘s primary goal to empower students and county residents by
connecting those in underserved and under-represented communities with the College aligns perfectly with
those of LBCAY. Gloria Bonilla, Associate Director of Community Engagement with Montgomery College, has
actively participated in LBCAY from its inception including shared leadership of LBCAY’s College and Career
Readiness committee. She writes, “Our association with LBCAY offers a unique opportunity to connect with
the ever-changing Long Branch community.”

For more information about the Montgomery College Takoma Park/ Silver Spring Campus, please visit:
https://www.montgomerycollege.edu/about-mc/campuses-and-locations/takoma-park-silver-spring-cam

pus/index.html
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Reunion de participantes interesados en
LBCAY

¢Cuando? Miércoles, Abril 19th, 3:30-5:30 pm
Donde?: Long Branch Community Center 8700
Piney Branch Road Silver Spring, MD, 2090

Si tiene alguna pregunta, comuniquese con Vanesa
Pinto vanesa@communitycheer.org.

Evento Comunitario en Takoma Park

CHEER actualmente esta planeando un evento en el
Distrito 5 con la concejal Cara Honzak. Un aspecto
destacado del evento serd la feria de recursos! La
fecha sera anunciada pronto. Si estainteresada (o) en
participar en el evento, por favor envie un correo a
danielle@communitycheer.org.

Voces de la juventud en la reunién de participantes
interesados en LBCAY del 18 de enero

Después de escuchar las presentaciones de tres proveedores de servicios para jovenes (Worksource
Montgomery, Identity y LAYC), se le pidid6 a un panel de jovenes de Long Branch que diera sus
impresiones y compartiera sus intereses personales. El panel de ocho jovenes respondié preguntas
relacionadas con las presentaciones y hablé sobre sus esperanzas para futuras carreras y las barreras que
enfrentan. Los siguientes son extractos de esta discusion:

=

¢Cudles son las tres cosas que impiden que los jovenes busquen ayuda?

e Tareas de escuelay el tiempo que lleva hacerlas. También tenemos cosas que hacer en casa. Los
jovenes que necesitan recursos no saben donde buscar.
Falta de motivacion. Un joven comparti6 que no le gusta hacer las cosas solo y quiere ir con amigos.
Padres. Algunos padres no permiten que sus hijos salgan. Les cuesta entender la importancia de las
experiencias fuera del hogar y piensan que es una distraccion. Los jévenes quieren divertirse pero a
veces han crecido con responsabilidades de adultos.

e Transporte. La distancia y el transporte son cuestiones en términos de participacion en actividades
disefiadas para jovenes.



2. ¢Cudles son tus planes futuros después de la secundaria?

La siguiente es una lista de sus intereses: medicina, ayudar a la gente, ensefar, plomeria (el joven dijo
que su padre comenzo a ensefiarle desde que tenia 5 afios), abrir una tienda de zapatillas (este joven
actualmente trabaja en una), jardineria, carpinteria, arquitectura. , técnico de climatizacion

3. ¢Aquétipo de club te gustaria unirte?

Los intereses incluyeron el snowboard, el arte, la ciencia, la exploracion de una variedad de intereses
en un programa, un club bilingiie, un pequefio club de excursiones, fabricacion de vidrio, habilidades
para la vida, futbol, pesca (5 jovenes acordaron), natacion, emprendimiento.

4. Sipudiera imaginar un programa, ;qué 3 cosas principales deberia proporcionar ese programa para su
grupo de edad?

0 Recursos de salud mental (casi todos los nifios de nuestra edad tienen problemas con cosas como la
ansiedad y la depresion) y un acceso mas cercano a ellos

0 Oportunidad de empleo

o Ensefanza de educacion financieray estabilidad.

5. ¢Cudl seria la mejor manera de comunicarse con usted?

A través de la Escuela Secundaria Blair, las redes sociales, proporcione obsequios, incluso si son
pequefios (quizas a través de patrocinadores), hable con la gente y permita que los jovenes se sientan
escuchados, patrocine una actividad divertida en el area (las actividades mas grandes crean mas
distraccion cuando hay demasiados jévenes juntos) , hablar en salones de clases versus grandes
asambleas (esto se menciond varias veces), volantes (deben ser “llamativos”, mas graficos y pocas
palabras) en negocios y tiendas locales, Supermercado gigante, jovenes embajadores de programas,
incentivos para animar a los jovenes a hablar sobre un programa, enviar mensajes de texto y correos
electrdnicos a los padres con informacion, musica

Un socio que se destaca: Montgomery College

LBCAY proporciona una conexién importante a nivel social popular para que Montgomery College se involucre
con la comunidad de Long Branch. El campus de Takoma Park/Silver Spring de Montgomery College esta muy
cerca de Long Branch y ha organizado varias visitas planificadas en colaboraciéon con LBCAY que fueron
diseiiadas para las familias y los jovenes de Long Branch.
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El objetivo principal de la Oficina de Participacion Comunitaria de empoderar a los estudiantes y
residentes del condado conectando a aquellos en comunidades desatendidas y subrepresentadas con el
Colegio se alinea perfectamente con los de LBCAY. Gloria Bonilla, directora asociada de participacion
comunitaria de Montgomery College, ha participado activamente en LBCAY desde sus inicios, incluido el
liderazgo compartido del comité de preparacion universitaria y profesional de LBCAY. Ella escribe:
"Nuestra asociaciéon con LBCAY ofrece una oportunidad tnica para conectarse con la comunidad de Long
Branch en constante cambio".

Para mas informacion:
https://www.montgomerycollege.edu/about-mc/campuses-and-locations/takoma-park-silver-spring-campus/in

dex.html
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