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FOCUS AREA: 
College and Career Readiness initiative       
(2021 LBCAY Unified Plan, pages 14-16)

SMART Goal A: By December 2022
engage 30% of Long Branch Middle and
High School students in college and
post-secondary information programs
and ensure that programming is
available to all middle schoolers and 

SMART Goal B: By December 2022,
work with community partners to
identify, reach out to and connect an
additional 10 disconnected youth in
the Long Branch community to
services and supports

The sub-committee for this initiative met
in January to review information
presented by youth in August. Highlights
from the report of the Youth
Participatory Action Research (YPAR)
Youth leadership team follows on page 2.

For links to the Long Branch Collective
Action for Youth  LBCAY Unified Plan and
supporting documents:

https://www.communitycheer.org/lbcay

A survey of providers interested in offering youth programs
to be located in Long Branch

Identification of available spaces to match with
programming

A focus of the latest Collaboration Council open solicitation
for funding of programs to include Long Branch

Visits from Recreation staff and Montgomery College to the
New Hampshire Estates food distribution site to provide
information to youth and families

Scheduled visit to Montgomery College for Long Branch
Middle and High School students and parents

Communication with Long Branch school counselors and
invitation to attend the next College and Career Readiness
sub-committee meeting

Ongoing discussions have been held with the 
Montgomery County Collaboration Council; Recreation, Parks,
Montgomery College and leaders to accomplish the following:

Updates from the LBCAY leadership team

VISION
Youth-serving providers

 in the Long Branch Community 
working together

 to increase positive outcomes
for school-age youth.

https://www.communitycheer.org/lbcay


College and Career Readiness:
Recommendations from Youth 

Normalize other jobs and not discourage youth if they want
to go down that path.  
Provide post-high school pathways, mentoring,               
 financial aid, help with applying for FAFSA, letting families
know the options when you don’t have financial resources,
ask youth to contribute as well.
If youth don’t have a full understanding of options, the
adults need to give them a broader topic with all possible
options. 
Students who are in college should be recruited to provide
peer perspectives and mentorship to help with decision-
making process. 
Make students feel comfortable to ask questions and
explore by using student assistants and developing peer
relationships. Youth need dependable, familiar figures to
support them and meet them at their comfort levels. 
Improve accessibility to trusted adults and overcoming
language barriers.

Don’t take up too much energy/time 
Provide incentives to attend accessible workshops
Start early 
Create a sense of community to share information among
neighbors/families
Have multiple languages of materials and interpretation
Engage older siblings and students in families to provide and
tailor information to the family

Give youth exposure to credentialed programs and        
 peer stories. 
Create ambassadorship & Alumni programs to give firsthand 
Experiences from peers about different education/career
paths. 
Find role models. 
Start early in middle/early high school when providing
information about college and careers.

Youth made the following recommendations about how
to prepare for college and a career.

How to help youth prepare themselves for post-high school
training and education leading to jobs in adulthood:

Suggestions for working with families:

Ways to help youth learn about job paths and 
non-typical jobs:

1.

2.
3.

4.
5.

For more information about Long Branch Collection Action for
Youth or the LBCAY unified plan, contact:
Bruce Baker bruce@communitycheer.org
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Upcoming Events

Saturday, March 12th from1-4:30 pm EST
Montgomery College, Takoma Park/Silver Spring
Campus visit for Long Branch middle and high
school youth.  Transportation & lunch provided.
Contact: Vanesa Pinto: vanesa@communitycheer.org

Friday, March 25th from 9-10 am EST
Next LBCAY College and Career Readiness 
sub-committee virtual meeting
If you are interested in joining this committee and a Zoom
meeting invitation, please contact Lynn Sobolov,
lsobolov@gmail.com

Photos: Long Branch youth volunteers supporting
their community through service
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